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New Editor 
My name is Jackie Sharp 
and I have taken over the 
role of editor of this 
newsletter from Sue 
Edwards. 
 
This newsletter is for you, 
and any suggestions for 
new features, articles, 
photos or pieces that you 
may wish to contribute are 
greatly welcome. 
Please email me at 
jsharp@rvc.ac.uk 
 
Christmas Party  
14th December - 7.45 p.m. 

 
Get ready for the exciting 
HDDTS Christmas Party, 
which your dogs will 
absolutely love.  There will 
be lots of team games, 
including egg & spoon and 
sausage races.  Prize for 
best fancy dress, which will 
be judged at 8.00 p.m.  
Team quiz.  Enjoy party 
food and drink to get you 
into the Christmas spirit. 
Events on the night include: 
·  Judge best fancy dress  
·  Heelwork demonstration 

by trainers and their 
dogs 

·  Everyone to join in the 
team games 

·  Team quiz – test your 
doggie knowledge 

After which we will add up 
the scores to find out which 
team has won and which 
team wins the booby prize!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internal Competition Results – October 2006 
 
Improvers 1 
 
1st Popeye Ruth McEntaggart CollieX 

2nd Dylan Amy Thompson PoodleXWestie 

3rd Izzy Diane Hart Border Terrier 

4th Lulu Sarah Mason Cocker Spaniel 

Progress trophy – Hayley Trundle with Livey 
 
Improvers 2 
 
1st Charlie Roy Stebbeds GSHP 

2nd Dirk Penny Benge GSD 

3rd Millie Andrew Kennett BassetXJRT 

4th Sephie Sara Ganney Weimaraner 

Progress trophy – withheld 
 
Intermediate 1 – Cancelled due to poor attendance 
 
Intermediate 2 
 
1st Mac Jean Elliott WHWT 

2nd Poppy Vicky Holland Labrador 

3rd Reubens Alison Craddocks Border Collie 

4th Kain Ruth McEntaggart GSHP 

Progress trophy – Steve Machin with Myrtle 
 
Advanced 1 
 
1st Charlie Tina Layton Border Collie 

2nd Fred Roy Stebbeds GSHP 

3rd Duke Richard Lee Weimaraner 

4th Max Karen Connolly Border Collie 

Progress trophy – Richard Lee with Duke 
 
Advanced 2 
 
1st Gunner Jackie Sharp HWHV 

2nd Jake Jo Hart Labrador 

3rd Jess Gill Simpson Golden Retriever 

Progress trophy – withheld 
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Christmas List 

 
Are you stuck for a prezzie 
for a doggie friend?  
Perhaps you can add this 
book to your Christmas 
wish list.  Well I (Ed) can 
thoroughly recommend 
“Marley & Me” by John 
Grogan.  It will make you 
laugh out loud and tears will 
flow freely, as this author 
has you enthralled right 
from the very beginning 
about the true story of his 
family dog. 
You certainly don’t need a 
Labrador to enjoy this best 
seller.  It is all about the life 
of the world’s worst dog: 
Marley certainly wouldn’t 
have won any prizes at 
Crufts, but he was adored 
by his family.  I urge you to 
buy a copy.  I guarantee 
you won’t be disappointed.   
 
Sad News 
Roy and family recently 
made the very difficult 
decision to have their dog 
“Charlie” put to sleep after 
her long battle with 
epilepsy.  Unfortunately, 
despite exhausting all 
treatment options available, 
her seizures had worsened 
to clusters making her more 
distressed. 
Roy recently won a red 
rosette in Improvers 2 with 
Charlie, which wasn’t 
surprising as she was 
devoted to him. 
Our heartfelt sympathies go 
out to the Stebbeds family.

 
 
Executive Report by Fay Matthews  

Hi, we are Milly and 
Ella both Golden 
Retrievers and we own 
Fay Matthews who is a 
member of the 
executive committee. 
I Milly am six years old 
(how the years fly!).  I 
chose the Matthews 
family out of lots of 
prospective owners 
when they first came to 
see me at six weeks of 
age.  Laura and 
Gemma, their 
daughters were a 
pushover – I made a 
great fuss of them and 
they could not resist, 
so off to Hoddesdon. 
Fay and Peter had lost 

their first dog, a crossbreed, just a few months before.  There 
were rules in the house to be obeyed e.g. no going on the 
furniture or beds, no scrounging food, but when Fay and Peter 
were out the girls allowed me to do whatever I wanted!! 
I started at HDDTS when I was eight months old.   I chose Fay to 
be my trainer – she is still at the club five years later with Ella 
who is a year old.  We haven’t got Fay trained quite as well as 
we would like yet, but she does try hard and we all enjoy the 
classes.  Ella (also affectionately known as ASBO) joined the 
family last year.  I Milly have to remind her occasionally who is 
top dog and I have lost weight since she came as I never have a 
minutes’ peace!!  We both enjoy lots of doggy walks with Auntie 
Gill’s Retrievers (Gill as many of you will know is a trainer).  Our 
favourite walks are the river walks – we are all keen swimmers.  
Ella’s other favourite pastime was stealing and swallowing 
gloves!  Fortunately they all reappeared days later and no harm 
was done.  Fay was very happy to buy and replace new ones for 
various owners as you can imagine! 
Well have to go now and rest before Peter comes home so we 
have enough energy to howl, lick and jump all over him, which 
he really seems to enjoy!  If we pester him long enough he gives 
us a biscuit as he knows we will then leave him alone – humans 
really are easily trained!! 
Well (this is Fay now), I joined the executive committee last year 
so still finding my way around.  As mentioned I have been a 
member of the club for five years and there is always something 
new to learn or revise.  I think we are very fortunate to have the 
club in our area with trainers who devote so much time and 
energy, and who are willing to share their expertise and 
experience of dogs with us. 
Well the dogs are now prancing around looking for their dinner 
(how come they never moan at what is put in front of them?  The 
dishes are always clean and ones’ cooking is always 
appreciated).  As they say it’s a dogs life!! 
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Hall Closure  
Please note that the Drill 
Hall will be closed on 21st 
and 28th December, 
therefore the last session 
for 2006 will be the 
Christmas Party on 14th 
December 2006.  Training 
commences back on 4th 
January 2007. 
 
The Kennel Club 
Puppy Foundation 
Scheme 
Congratulations to the 
following handlers who 
recently passed The Kennel 
Club Puppy Foundation 
Course 
 
“Dylan” - PoodleXWestie 
handled by Amy Thompson 
(Junior Handler) 
 
 “Inca” - Labrador 
handled by Vicky Holland 
 
“Polly” - Golden Retriever 
handled by Jo Spalding 
  
“Poppy” - Hungarian Vizsla 
handled by Martin Willis  
 
“Sephie” - Weimaraner 
handled by Sarah Ganney 
 
Crufts 8 th-11th March 2007  
·  Thursday 8th - Gundog 
·  Friday 9th - Working and 

Pastoral  
·  Saturday 10th - Terrier 

and Hound 
·  Sunday 11th - Toy and 

Utility + BIS 
 
Next Newsletter 
Easter 2007 to include 
Trainer’s report, Executive 
Report and we are looking 
for an interesting story for 
Handler’s Report. 
Deadline for articles 22nd 
March 2007. 

 
 
Handler’s Report by Cara Carpenito & “Bella” 
For me, spending time with my dog is a holiday.  There are 
some beautiful dog friendly hotels around the country and 
some are even nice enough to provide you with treats, poo 
bags, bowls etc.  If you would like to venture outside the UK or 
Ireland, your dog is going to need a passport. 
To acquire a pet passport you need to provide more than 
vaccination records and a cute photo of your dog.  The first 
thing you need is to have your dog micro-chipped.  This is a 
quick trip to the vet that should cost around £20.  If your dog is 
tattooed, it will not be enough; they must be micro-chipped.  
The next step is to have your dog vaccinated against rabies.  
Two to four weeks later your dog needs to have a blood test to 
see if the vaccine has worked.  Upon passing the test (95% of 
dogs pass), a passport will be issued.  You can use the 
passport to travel three weeks after it has been issued.  
However, you will not be able to use the passport for re-entry 
into the UK until six months have elapsed from the date of the 
blood test.  A rabies vaccination and testing should cost 
between £80-£100.  Before your pet enters the UK, your pet 
must be treated against ticks and tapeworms not less than 24 
hours and not more than 48 hours before it is checked in with 
an approved transport company for its journey into the UK. 
To keep the passport valid a rabies booster has to be given 
before the expiry of the vaccination (currently three years), but 
as many continental countries require annual rabies 
vaccinations, it may be useful to have the booster done yearly.   
It also prevents the likelihood of the passport expiring.  If your 
passport expires you have to start the process again!   
For further information please contact your vet or visit the 
DEFRA website at http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal 
h/quarantine/index.htm. 
 
USA Vacations (article submitted by Malcolm Michael ) 
A trip to the kennels used to be nothing for a dog to get excited 
about, but places like Jean Beuning’s Top Dog Country Club in 
Minnesota changed all that. 

A dog run was 
where a dog 
lived when he 
was in the 
kennel, now a 
run is where he 
rests between 
activities, such 
as hiking, 
swimming, dining 
on gourmet 
meals, a 
massage and 
getting a 

pedicure, complete with nail polish!   Prices for such pampering 
are well beyond $100 a night – dog owners are lining up to give 
their pets what they view as the perfect vacation.    
It’s certainly a dog’s life! 


