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Hall Closure  
Please note that the Drill 
Hall will be closed on the 
following dates:- 
Thursday 5th April 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday 3rd May 

Local Elections 
Thursday 5th July 

Operatic Society 
 
Top Dog Names 
A recent survey by the 
RSPCA of almost 2,000 
people revealed the top 
choice of dog names:- 

1. Molly 
2. Jack 
3. Holly 
4. Max 
5. Buster 
6. Lucy 
7. Jake 
8. Barney 
9. Charlie 
10. Sam 

 
AGM at 8.00 p.m. on 
Thursday 24 th May 2007 
There will be no classes, 
other than the beginners 
class, on this particular 
evening, but we welcome 
all members and hope you 
will come along to support 
our AGM (without dogs 
please).    

 
Awards are given out at this 
meeting, so please make 
every effort to attend to see 
if you or your dog have 
made an impression on the 
judges. 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
Executive Report by Sue Owen (Assistant Secretary a nd 
Peter Bonnell (Chairman)  

We joined the club 19 years ago with our first dog, a rather wild 
and unruly Golden Retriever called Ben, who used to chase 
trains up the track between Hertford and Ware.  Fortunately for 
him, and us, and with a lot of help from the trainers at HDDTS, 
we eventually managed to tame him.  He went on to star as 
“Harry” the family dog in the TV series “Two Point Four 
Children”, which goes to show that anything is possible with a 
bit of training! 
Much to our bafflement, we were asked to become trainers and 
worked with Jan and Richard Kebble, who were fantastic 
instructors, for about 9 months before attending the Dog 
Training Instructors Course in 1989.  We really enjoyed 
teaching for the 11 to 12 years we were trainers.  It was an 
exciting time at the club with lots of new ideas coming in about 
methods of training and the introduction of the Kennel Club 
Good Citizen Scheme. 
When we retired as trainers, we still wanted to be involved in 
the club, so we became members of the Executive Committee.  
You will have seen Peter, who is a partner in a London firm of 
Chartered Accountants, at your introductory talk at the club.  
He chairs the Executive Committee meetings, the AGM and is 
also auditor of the club’s accounts.  Sue’s main role on the 
committee is to assist Tracy our Secretary and to sort out the 
rosettes and trophies for the internal competitions and the 
AGM. 
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Executive report cont’d …  
Sue worked as a 
Reflexologist for many 
years and trained as a 
Counsellor for Bach Flower 
Remedies a few years ago.  
For those of you who have 
never used them, they are 
often really helpful in sorting 
out emotional and 
behavioural problems in 
dogs.  It can be particularly 
good for fears and phobias, 
anxiety and aggressive 
behaviour, so please feel 
free to ask Sue if you want 
to know more about how to 
use them to help your dog. 
We have owned 5 dogs 
altogether – Ben and Henry 
who were Golden 
Retrievers, a lovely gentle 
Flatcoated Retriever called 
Basil, who sadly died at 18 
months old, and our current 
dogs - Tara (11) and Harry 
(6), very affectionate (and 
licky) Flatcoated Retrievers.  
Harry will go down in the 
annals as being our only 
dog to have gotten drunk 
(eating fermented pears in 
the garden).  Well, like 
master, like dog, so they 
say!   
 
Lost Red with White 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
Bitch - Ruby 

 
Ruby, one of our member’s 
dogs, disappeared from her 
secure back garden in 
Standstead Abbotts on 12th 
March.  She is red with a 
white star on her chest and 
some white on front paws. 
Please look out for her and 
contact Dog Lost on 01302 
743361. 

Handler’s Report by Richard Lee and “Duke” 

 
I'm Richard with my mate Duke a 4½ year old Weimaraner. 
Last year I started competing in working trials which started 2 
years ago when the Weimaraner Club held a test of work day, 
which I enjoyed even if Duke didn't.  I had also tried gundog 
work but I knew in a very short time he was not going to run 
into an open field, find a pheasant and just point, he's more of a 
hands on mouth open type of dog. 
So working trials it was then, first a brief explanation of working 
trials.  There are 5 levels (stakes) ranging from CD (companion 
dog) through to PD (patrol dog) which is the equivalent to a 
working police dog.  Each trial is split into 3 groups, nose work 
(search square, retrieve and track), agility (9 ft long jump, 3 ft 
hurdle and 6 ft high scale) and the control round (heelwork, 
recall, send-away and stay).  As you advance through the 
stakes the tasks become harder, therefore you have to qualify 
at each level in championship events to progress. 
Every day we do some training even if it is as little as 20 yards 
heelwork and at the weekend we do about 3 hours including 
tracking, all of which revolves around a game.  As it is an 
outdoor activity we train in all weathers because the standard 
of work has to be the same in rain, frost and sun, anyway 
heelwork in torrential rain in a muddy field can be fun, can't it?  
We try to practice the jumps twice a week varying from all 
commands to just a game to remind him how much effort is 
needed to climb the scale.  It is very satisfying to see it all come 
together in a competition, well some of it anyway. 
So far we have competed in three events, the first was in May, 
which was a bit ambitious but it was organised by my training 
club, so I thought we should enter to gain some competition 
experience.  All was going well, the nose work and heelwork 
which is done at fast, slow and normal pace on and off the lead 
was better than expected, but then came the send-away which 
was a blue stick at about 50 paces.  As I set him up and gave 
him the command 'away' he must have misheard me because 
he simply ran in a large circle and generally enjoyed himself.  
Then came the stays, a 2 minute sit stay out of sight of which 
he did for about 10 seconds and then stood next to the judge, 
the down stay was 10 minutes out of sight but unfortunately he 
did the same again, surprisingly we still got a 3rd place. 
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Handler’s report cont’d . . . 
Our second trial was at 
Kings Lynn in September, 
again the work was going 
well even the send-away 
only cost us one point, 
those summer evenings in 
the fields were paying off.  
The search square (marked 
by 4 posts 25 yards apart 
containing 3 articles) was 
satisfying as he brought out 
a shotgun cartridge, a small 
piece of carpet and picked 
up a teaspoon but would 
not hold it, so I now train 
him to hold metal objects.  
As for the stays, well oh 
dear, this is not a problem 
on his own but put him with 
a row of dogs, well forget it.  
Although we got another 3rd 
place, the stays, as in 
obedience account for a 
large amount of points, so 
consequently this made a 
big difference to our final 
position. 
When we arrived at our 
third trial which was near 
Malden at the end of 
September, Duke seemed 
more manic than usual.  He 
did the search square and 
heelwork well enough but 
he was very hard to control 
so I pulled him out of the 
competition.  (He was 
having a Weimaraner day!). 
So, the training continues 
and as for the stays, well I 
just wish I hadn't had him 
by my side everywhere I 
went when he was young. 
I don't put any pressure on 
Duke, I've just told him if he 
doesn't qualify at a CD 
stake this year I will get one 
of those black and white 
dogs! 
 
Next Newsletter 
August 2007.  Do you have 
an interesting story about 
your dog?  Email me 
shenleysharps@waitrose.com 
Deadline for articles 31st 
July 2007. 

Trainer’s Report by Jo Hart 
My name is Jo Hart; I have been a trainer at HDDTS for two 
years and a member for six.  I started at the club with my black 
Labrador (Jake) when I was just thirteen.  Three things 
happened the night that I 
was asked to become a 
trainer, which made it so 
memorable; Jake and I got 
a progress trophy, we got 
promoted to the advance 
class and then I was asked 
to become a trainer!  
Initially the thought of 
taking a class petrified me, 
however as my confidence 
has grown I thoroughly 
enjoy taking classes.  
I have been through a lot 
since starting at HDDTS 
and can honestly say that 
without the help and 
support of the people at 
the club, I would have 
struggled to make it.  This 
is my chance to say thank 
you to the special people at the club who make it such a 
wonderful place.  I have grown up with the club, so it feels like 
home and there are some people there who feel like my family.  
Now, that’s the end of the mushy bit!  My life with dogs started 
when I was a child.  My dad took part in field trials with our 
three dogs, a Springer Spaniel called Rossey, a Springer cross 
Labrador called Jessey and a black Labrador called Asa.  The 
Springers were only around when I was very young so I don't 
remember them much, but I can remember taking Asa out 
walking, she was very well behaved.  Asa died when I was 
about six and that's when I started to pester my parents for my 
own dog.  It took me seven years but in 2001 I got my first dog, 
a black Labrador called Jake.  With the addition of Izzy the 
Border Terrier in 2004.  They are complete opposites; Jake is 
very laid back and easy to work with but he can be hard to 
motivate.  Whereas Izzy is always ready for action but often 
does things without thinking and gets it wrong.  
I started agility with Jake in October 2004 and with Izzy in April 
2005.  They are both doing really well, getting seven clear 
round rosettes between them, fingers crossed for this year.  I 
have only been in one official obedience competition, in which 
Jake got a 2nd in the starters class.  
I am currently on a gap year at the moment and am starting a 
degree in Business Studies at the Hertfordshire University in 
September.  Until then I am working full time to earn some 
money.  
In the future I want to get into competitive obedience more but I 
can’t really see that happening with either of my current dogs 
so I guess I will HAVE to get another one.  I might have to wait 
until I have moved out from my parents’ house first though! 
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Christmas Donations 
The Whittingham Retired 
Greyhound Trust in 
Waltham Abbey thanked 
HDDTS for the generous 
donation of a cheque for 
£250.00 plus food and 
treats presented to Johanna 
Beumer at our Christmas 
Party.  The money will help 
support retired or injured 
Greyhounds in kennels 
awaiting new homes and 
they really appreciated the 
food and doggy treats.  
Johanna also thanked Mrs 
J Brace who also donated a 
cheque on the night. 
 
Leading up to Christmas, 
one of our trainers, Gill 
Simpson, suggested that 
other trainers and the 
Executive Committee 
instead of sending 
Christmas cards to each 
other, should donate the 
money to charity.  We all 
thought it a great idea and 
as a result raised £101.75 
for Mutts in Distress. 
www.mutts-in-distress.org.uk, 
This is a local charity who 
rescue dogs that would 
otherwise be destroyed and 
offer them for rehoming 
around the Herts/Essex 
borders.   As well as 
avoiding writer’s cramp we 
have all saved a few trees 
in the process too! 
 

Results of Kennel Club Good Citizens Bronze Test 
Judged by Sue Knight  
I’m pleased to report that all 13 dogs who recently took part in 
this test all passed receiving a certificate and rosette.   Thanks 
go to the organisers Sara, Susie and Colin for all their hard 
work preparing handlers and their dogs. 
 
Andrew Kennett Millie BassetXJRT 
Andy Stebbeds Popeye CollieX 
Cher Osborne Arnie Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
Debbie Downs Skye Weimaraner 
Fay Matthews Ella Golden Retriever 
Gill Simpson Piper Golden Retriever 
Hannah Poonwassie Lottie SBTX 
Karen Gingell Chief GSD 
Ruth McEntaggart Kain GSHP 
Sandra Warner  Dennis Labrador 
Sarah Ganney  Sephie Weimaraner 
Steve Machin Myrtle TerrierX 
Wendy Webb Heather Lurcher 
 
Defra’s Top 10 Reasons Why Dogs Bark 
Last year Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs) produced a leaflet for the nation’s 6-8 million dog 
owners on how to help stop barking.  They produced research 
to show why dogs bark.  According to The Daily Telegraph, 
here are Defra’s top 10 reasons why dogs bark: 
1. Over-dependence on an owner resulting in separation anxiety. 
2. Fear or phobic reaction to sights or sounds, inside or outside the 

home. 
3. Territorial. 
4. Attention-seeking. 
5. Social – calling to other dogs in the district. 
6. To signify the dog wants to play. 
7. To signify aggression (it is important not to confuse 6 and 7). 
8. Predatory or chase behaviour. 
9. Frustration e.g. because the dog did not expect to be left behind. 
10. Senility. 
 
Author of this article David Sapsted has his own top 10 of why his 
dogs bark: 
1. As a good way to ruin the end of Frost so you never discover why 

the retired librarian did it. 
2. To scare away imaginary foxes.  Real foxes, on the other hand, 

are left undisturbed to slaughter the chickens. 
3. Because why would anyone want to be asleep at 3.20 am? 
4. To draw attention to the fact that they missed out on the Bacon 

Fries during your round at the pub. 
5. Because some other dog three counties away decided to bark. 
6. To frighten off that ugly beast they have just spotted in the 

reflection of the oven door. 
7. As a warning to passing aircraft that 30,000 feet looks low 

enough. 
8. Because it’s too damned quiet out there. 
9. To alert you to the hazards posed by that leaf that has just blown 

past the window. 
10. Because they can. 
 


