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Dog Control Orders
Since April 2006 local
authorities in England and
Wales have had the power
to introduce new Dog
Control Orders under the
Clean Neighbourhoods and
Environment Act 2005.
This could mean your
council is allowed to
designate areas of land
currently being used by the
general public where one or
more of the following rules
might apply:
- You must keep your
dog on a lead
- You must put your dog
on a lead and keep it on
when told to do so by
an authorised officer
- Dogs may be
completely banned from
specific areas
- You may not take more
than a specified number
of dogs on to land
You could be fined £1,000 if
you do not abide by these
orders.
Not all local authorities are
trying to impose such
restrictions, but if they do,
they could restrict your
enjoyment of parks and
countryside  where  you
usually walk your dog. By
law your local authority
must publicise the proposed
orders in local newspapers,
so keep watch and
encourage other dog
walkers to petition or write
to local councillors if they
feel an order is
unreasonable.
Go to The Kennel Club
website for more
information
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/it
em/295
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Handler's Report by Steve Machin and “Myrtle
Hi, my name is Myrtle.

My dad was asked to write a few words about me for this
month’s newsletter, but it's my story, so I'm writing it!

| was born on 10" July 2005 and | had two brothers and two
sisters. My birth mother was a smooth coated, black and white
Jack Russell called Minnie and, apparently, father was a Jack
Russell too but my new mum and dad never saw him. All that
is certain is that he must have had crazy ears, as | didn't get
them from mother!

So, for the first eight weeks of my life | grew up with my
brothers and sisters and a family with five children. They were
all on school holiday and mum says that is why | am ‘so well
socialised. Then my new mum and dad saw an advert in the
Mercury and | went home with them.

They work as gardeners for four days a week and also run a
garden nursery for another two days. | go to work with them
every day. Some of their clients have dogs too so | visit with my
friends while they work or sometimes | earn an extra pat by
catching a rabbit that’s eating the plants!

On nursery days | meet and greet all the customers who come
to buy plants. They all say ‘Ahh what a lovely little dog! and
make a fuss of me. In return | wag my tail like mad and leave
my signature paw prints all over their nice clean trousers.

| have been going to obedience classes since | was four
months old (if you think I'm short now, you should have seen
me then!). | really look forward to Thursdays and have won
several awards, including ‘Most Appealing Terrier'.

As well as obedience, | am now taking dad to agility classes on
Mondays. It all takes a lot of practice but he’s now ready to go
off lead.

Love and licks, Myrtle.
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Congratulations

You may have noticed
trainer, Karen Connolly’s
bump! Yes she s
expecting her second child
in October (see trainers
report).

Andy Stebbeds has
qualified his dog “Jix”
(below) a Collie Cross for
the Scruffts final at Discover
Dogs at Earls Court on 10"
and 11™ November 2007.
Good luck Andy and Jix.

Karen Gingell left and Jackie
Sharp right (Ed) both gained
their instructor certificates at
the recent Pet Dog Training

Instructors Course.

Executive Report by Roy Stebbeds

Hi, my name is Roy Stebbeds. I'm at the club most Thursday
nights. I'm the old grey haired one — no that's David Pearce,
I'm the older grey one.

| was asked to join the executive committee just over a year
ago. | think it was around the time they asked me to write this,
still better late than never! | was very surprised to see how
much work the other committee members put into the club.

| first joined the club in the mid eighties with an English Setter
pup called Basil. My wife Anne did the training and | would sit
on the sidelines watching and laughing. He was like most
Setters full of fun; he used to think Thursday nights were party
nights. After a number of years training he won the trophy for
the best gun dog. He was probably the only one!

We had Basil for fourteen and a half years and everybody
around Hoddesdon knew him. We then decided we wanted a
short haired dog; because boy could Basil make a mess. After
talking to a lot of people we decided on a German Short Haired
Pointer — the next problem was finding one! After a good look
around we ended up in Derbyshire with a sixteen week old
puppy and we called him Fred. Fred has been so much fun
and is into everything. We managed to get into the advanced
class and won the trophy that Basil won in the eighties. Fred is
now into agility and is doing quite well.

In October 2005 a friend Sue Coleman telephoned to say she
had rescued a two year old German Short Haired Pointer bitch.
“Come and see her” she said. Needless to say we picked her
up from the vet the next day after she was spayed. We called
her Charlie and she turned into the most loving dog you could
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Executive Report cont'd .. Internal Competition Results — April 2007
wish for. Unfortunately she

had been taken to the vet to Improvers 1
be put down when Sue
rescued her because she 1 Bingo Chris Garrett Golden Retriever

had epilepsy and ‘fitted’
badly. We had hoped to
control the ‘fitting’ with 3" Storm Angela Zerafa GSD
medication and she would

2ond Kira Sue Coleman Dobermann

go eight weeks and then 4" Pepper Carole Murrell Springer Spaniel
have fifteen to sixteen Progress trophy — Chris Garrett with Bingo

seizures in a 24 hour

period, after this she would Improvers 2

take five to six days to

recover. This got worse 1% Char Gwyneth Souter Aus Shepherd
over Fhe next_ thirteen 2 Megan Katie Garton GSHP
months; down to five weeks

and then three weeks 3" lzzy Diane Hart Border Terrier
between SEIZUres. Charlie 4" Hamish Nikki Parrish Border Collie
became so distressed and

disorientated after ‘fitting’ Progress trophy — Amanda Thompson with Dylan

we decided to end her life.

This was about the worst Intermediate 1

decision we have had to

make as she was only three 1% Lottie Hannah Poonwassie  SBTX

years OI.d' | 'can see her 2nd Shadow Debbie Downs Weimaraner
now laying up the garden

with  Fred taking the 3" Sephie Sara Ganney Weimaraner
Z]f?gr]lggf:vt\llnr.nonths we saw 4" Maisey Chris Deane Labrador

an advert in the paper — Progress trophy — Hannah Poonwassie with Lottie

‘home wanted for fifteen

week old Wire Haired Intermediate 2

German Pointer bitch’. So

off we went to Needham 1% Poppy Vicky Holland Labrador
Market in _Suffolk to find this ond Zak Mike Morey Labrador
scruffy  little  pup  who

frightened the two young 3" Myrtle Steve Machin TerrierX

g::g’ \;\?outlr;ie ng?us:t’ g:,f fta;]c(:;[ 4" Kain Ruth McEntaggart GSHP
kitchen table while we were 5 Mac Jean Elliott WHWT

there. We took Fred along
with us and after two
minutes she had dominated

Progress trophy — Alison Craddock with Reubens

him! She is now settled in Advanced

to be a delightful ittle dog 1% Duke Richard Lee Weimaraner
and a pleasure to take out

who, like Fred, is in to 2nd Geri Phill Montague GSD
evgryth.lng too. She is now 3" Charlie Tina Layton Border Collie
swimming with Fred and we

walk with 10-12 dogs on a 4" Gunner Jackie Sharp HWHV

weekend and she has
slotted into our family really
well.

Progress trophy — Phill Montague with Geri
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New Gadget Petbuddi
There is a new gadget on
the market which attaches
to your dog’s collar and
using mobile phone
technology it locates your
dog’s whereabouts within a
50m radius for built-up
areas and 500m radius in
open countryside. Yes you
can locate your dog via
your mobile or PC to a map
showing your dog’s position
and address!

Adverse weather warning

On two occasions we have
had to cancel training at
very short notice due to
severe weather. Please
check our website after
5.00 p.m. to see if training
has been cancelled at short
notice due to bad weather.

Next Newsletter

Deadline for articles 30"
November 2007. Please
forward to
shenleysharps@waitrose.c
om

Trainer's Report by Karen Connolly

I've been around dogs since | was a baby, Kelly was a border
collie cross and she was there from the day | was born up until
| was about 15 sometime before then we rescued Lady a Jack
Russell cross whippet from the blue Cross who was my
constant companion when | was growing up. She got dragged
just about everywhere with me. | believe that | gained an awful
lot from sharing my childhood with Lady and Kelly, as well the
15 or so other animals in our house so | wanted my children to
experience the same things. | believe having pets around can
help make you a more compassionate and responsible adult.
When | had my son |

decided that now was

the time to get our first

family dog.

| dragged my other half

to Mutts in Distress,

which is a rescue home

in Little Hallingbury.

They don’t have

hundreds of dogs just a

few kennels with about

15-20 dogs which they

keep until they have

found suitable homes

for them. We were

shown a few dogs,

which they said, would

suit us but as we were

walking up the line of

kennels | noticed a very

quiet Border  Collie

sitting bolt upright at the

front of the cage. As soon as | saw him | knew he was the one
for us. He was called Bobby (which we changed to Max) and
was about 9 months old. We took him home that day and he
hasn't been quite since. He can often be heard making his
presence know while he is at the side of the hall on a Thursday
night.

He was a bit of a handful and very strong when we got him so |
decided we could both do with some training. A friend of mine
recommended HDDTS, so in autumn 2003 | started training
Max. He was noisy and pulled me about and | felt like he was
the worst dog there but he soon calmed down a little and |
began to enjoy taking him to training.

| was asked if | would like to train to be trainer in 2004 and went
away in August 2005 to do a course and test. | enjoy being a
trainer and look forward to a Thursday night. Some of you
might have noticed | am not as active at the moment as | am
expecting my second child but | am still there on a Thursday at
the moment. [I'll take a short break when the baby is born but
will be back soon.

I have a young family as well as some other pets so don't get
much spare time but what time | do get is spent with friends
and family. | enjoy being active and walking Max or going
swimming and to the gym. There’s not really much more to tell
except that when I'm not pregnant | enjoy the odd tipple and
night out.
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